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2. The invention relating to the following claims of the 
present application could easily have been invented prior 
to the present application by a person of ordinary skill in 
the field of technology pertaining to the invention, based, 
on the invention described in the following publications, 
which have been in circulation in Japan or abroad prior to 
the present application. Therefore, in accordance with 
Patent Law Article 2 9 Section 2, a patent may not be 
granted . 

Record (See the Reference Citation List to obtain the 

citation) 

Claims 1-9 

In Citation 2, reference is made to the fact that, by 
making a 2X2 optical switch to be in a cross and bar state, 
the output is split into 2 parts, one of which is used for 
detection . 

In Citation 1, reference is made to the fact that a 
transmission optical signal is connected to an. observation 
device through an optical sv/itch circuit net, and relative 
to multiple optical signals, by preparing only a minimuiTL 
number of observation devices, all of the optical signals 
can be observed. 

In Citation 3, reference is made to a technical conceprt 
which splits a subscriber line signal into a detection 
circuit and an optical call path. 

In Citation 4, reference is made to a bridging means which, 
as the premised construction of the invention of the 
present application, temporarily prior to switching, the 
front optical signal output terminal and the destination 
optical signal output terminal are both connected to an 
optical path. (Particular reference is made to Claims 3, 4 
and 5 ) . 
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1. Japanese Laid Open Patent Publication 2000-232420 
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